CHURCH BYLAWS
ARTICLE4NAME AND PURPOSE

SECTION 1.0INAME

This congregation of believers shall be known asAB#&! Ministries, INnADBA (Christ Community
Church).

SECTION 1.02PURPOSE

This congregation is organized as a church exclusively for charitalifjious, and educational purposes
within the meaning of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding
provision of any future United States Revenue Law), including, but not limited to, for such purposes, the
establishing and maintaining of religious worship, the building of churches, parsonages, schools, chapels,
radio stations, television stations, rescue missions, civic programs ,print shops, daycare centers, and
camps; the evangelizing of the unsaved by the proctagnoif the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ; the
educating of believers in a manner consistent with the requirements of Holy Scripture, both in Sunday
and weekday schools of Christian education; and the maintaining of missionary activities in the United
Stakes and any foreign country.

ARTICLEQSTATEMENT OF FAITH AND
COVENANT

SECTION 2.01STATEMENT OF FAITH
The following comprise the Scriptural beliefs of this church and its members.

(A) The Holy Scripture®Ve believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and N@stamento be the

verbally and plenarily inspired Word of God. The Scriptures are ineirdalljble and Goebreathed

and, therefore, are the final authority for faith and life. T$igty-six books of the Old and New
Testament are the complete and die revelationof God to Man. The Scriptures shall be interpreted
according to their normajrammaticalhistorical meaning, and all issues of interpretation and meaning
shall bedetermined by the pastor. The King James Version of the Bible shall beitial tfénslation
used by the church. (2 Tim. 3:1G; 2 Pet. 1:221)

(B) DispensationalismiWe believe that the Scriptures interpreted in their natural, litesahse reveal
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These dispensations are not ways of salvation ratiter are divinely ordered stewardships by which

God directs man according to Hisrpose. Three of these dispensationthe law, the church, and the

kingdont are thesubjects odetailed revelation in Scripture. (Gen. 1:28; 1 Cor. 9:17; 2 CoL830al.

3:1325; Eph. 1:10; 3:20; Col. 1:285, 27; Rev. 20:8)



(C) The GodheadVe believe in one triune God, eternally existing in three persoRather, Son, and
Holy Spirit eachco-eternal in being, cadentical in nature, coequah power and glory, and having the
same attributes and perfections. (Deut. 6:4; M&8:19; John 14:10, 26; 2 Cor. 13:14)

(D) The Person and Work of Christ.

1. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ #ternal Son of God, became mémaying been conceived by
the Holy Spirit and borof the virgin Mary, in order that He might reveal God and redeem sinful men.
(Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Luke 1:35; John-2;114; 2 Cor. 5:121; Gal. 4:46; Phil.2:5-8)

2. We beleve that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption thrbligldeath on the cross as
a representative, vicarious, substitutionary sacrifigegl, that our justification is made sure by His
literal, physical resurrection frorie dead. (Acts 2:186; Rom. 3:285; Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 2:24; 1 Peter
1:35)

3. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to Heaven and is now etdttedight hand of God
where, as our High Priest, He fulfills the ministnRefpresentative, Intercessor, and Advocdtects 1:9
10; Rom. 8:34; Hel®.24; 7:25; 1 John 2:2)

(E) The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit.

1. We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person who convicts the world of siighdéousness, and of
judgment; and, that He is the Supernatural Agentdgeneration, baptizing all believers into the body of
Christ, indwelling andealing them unto the day of redemption. (John 1618 Rom. 8:9; 1 Cot2:12

14; 2 Cor. 3:6; Eph. 1:1131)

2. We believe that He is the divine Teacher who assists believensderstandand appropriate the
Scriptures and that it is the privilege and duty of all faeed to be filled with the Spirit. (Eph. 1:18;
5:18; 1 John 2:20, 27)

3. We believe that God is sovereign in the bestowal of spiritual gifts to éxadigver. @d uniquely uses
evangelists, pastors, and teachers to eqogbievers in the assembly in order that they can do the work
of the ministry.(Rom. 12:3; 1 Cor. 12:41, 28; Eph. 4:12)

4. We believe in the gifts and the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Ultimdédiverance of the body from sickness
or death awaits the consummation of osalvation in the resurrection, though God frequently chooses
to answer theprayers of believers for physical healing. (Gal. 5:22, Eplt, 438

(F) The Total Depravity of MaWe believe that man was created in the image &keness of God; but
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totally depraved and, of himself, utterly unableremedy his lost condition@en. 1:2627; Rom. 3:22

23; 5:12; 6:23; Eph. 23; 4:1719)

(G) SalvationWe believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by graceecwved by
personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, Whose precious blood was si@vamy for the forigeness of



our sins. We believe that all sins, except blasphenth@Holy Spirit, are forgivable. (Matt. 12:32;
John 1:12; Eph. 1:7; 280; 1 Petl1:1819; 1 John 1:9)

(H) The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers.

1.We believe that allthe @ SSYSR>X 2y 0S al gSRI | &dthul sedulieinCRristD2 RQ A
forever. (John 6:340; 10:2730; Rom. 8:1; 389; 1Cor. 1:48; 1 Pet. 1:4)

2. We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance ofdhle@tion thraugh the
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the flesh. (Rom. 13:134; Gal5:13; Titus 2:1115)

(I) The Church

1. We believe that the local church, which is the body and the espoused bfidhrist, is solely made
up of bornagain persons. (1 Cor. 12:12; 2 Corl1:2; Eph. 1:223; 5:2527)

2. We believe that the establishment and continuance of local churches is deadlyt and defined in
the New Testament Scriptures. (Acts 14:20:12, 2832; 1 Tim. 3:413; Titus 1:511)

3. We believe in the autonomy of the local church free of any external authoritpiatrol. (Acts 13:4;
15:1931; 20:28; Rom. 16:1, 4; 1 Cor. 3.9, 16:B:43; 1 Pet. 5:4)

4. \We recognizdaptism and the2 NR Q& { dzLJLIS NJordidancéskoBobediénbaidr fvedzhLirch
in this age. (Matt. 28:120; Acts2:41-42; 18:18; 1 Cor. 11:22%)

(J) SeparationWe believe that all the saved should live in such a manner as not torepngach upon
their Saviorand Lord. God commands His people to separate fromelédlious apostasy, all worldly and
sinful pleasures, practices, and associations, arréftain from all immodest and immoderate
appearances(Rom. 12:12; 14:13; 1 Cor. 6:120; 2 Cor. 6:14:1; 2Tim. 3:15; 1John 2:1517; 2 John 9
11)

(K) The Second Advent of Christie believe in thablessed hopegthe personalimminent return of
Christ, Who will catch up His church prior to the seyeartribulation period. At the end of the
Tribulation, Chst will personally and visibly retumith His saints, to establish His earthly Messianic
Kingdom which was promised to timation of Israel. (Ps. 8348 Dan. 2:345; Zech. 14:41; 1 Thess.
1:10, 4:1318; Titus 2:13; Rev. 3:10; 19:18B; 20:16)

(L) TheEternal State.

1. We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life, andribaved to
judgment and everlasting punishment. (Matt. 25:46; John 5:28, 29;

11:2526; Rev. 20:%, 1213)

2. We believe that the souls of the redeematk, at death, absent from the bodnd present with the
Lord, where in conscious bliss they await the fiesturrection, when spirit, soul, and body are reunited



to be glorified forever withthe Lord. (Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; 3:21; 1 Thé&14; Rev20:4
6)

3. We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain, after death, in conspignishment and torment
until the second resurrection, when with soul and badynited, they shall appear at the Great White
Throne Judgment, and shall bast into the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but to suffer everlasting
conscious punishment and torment. (Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:4248; Lukel6:1926; 2 Thess. 1:9; Jude
6-7; Rev. 20:1115)

(M) The Personality of SataWe believe that Satan is theithor of sin andhat he is the open and
declared enemy of God and maand that he shall be eternally punished in the Lake of Fire. (JeB;1:6
Isa. 14:1217; Matt. 4:2-11; 25:41; Rev. 20:10)

(N) CreationWe believe that God created the universe. Wecgjevolution, the Gap Theory, the Day
Age Theory, and Theistic Evolution as unscriptural theories of origin. (Qeiexl 20:11)

(O) Civil GovernmeniWe believe that God has ordained and created all auth@atysisting of three
basic institutions: 1)he home, 2) the church, and 3) the state. Evegyson is subject to these
authorities, but all (including the authorities themselves) answerable to God and governed by His
Word. God has given each institution spedfiblical responsibilities and lzanced those responsibilities
with the understanding thaho institution has the right to infringe upon the other. The home, the
church, and thestate are equal and sovereign in their respective Biblically assigned spheres of
responsibility under God. (Rorh3:17; Eph. 5:224; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 2:1131)

(P) Human Sexuality.

1. We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activignigaged in outside of a

marriage between one man and one woman. Bédieve that any form of homosexuality, lanism,
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appearance. (Gen. 2:24; Gen. 148; Gen. 26:®; Lev. 18:130; Rom. 1: 2&€9; 1 Cor. 5:1; 6:9; 1 Thess.

4:1-8; Heb. 13:4)

2. We believe that the only Scriptural marriage is the joining of one man andvonen. (Gen. 2:24;
Rom. 7:2; 1 Cor. 7:10; Eph. 522)

(Q) Family Relationships

1. We believe that men and women are spiritually equal in position before GothhtiGod has
ordained distinct and separate spiritual functions for men amanen in the home and the church. The
husband is to be the leader of th®me, and men are to be tHeaders (pastors and deacons) of the
church.(Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:18; 1 Tim. 28B; 3:45, 12)

2. We believe that God has ordained the family as the foundational institutidruofan society. The
husband is to love his wife as Christ loves the churchwifleds to submit herself to the Scriptural



leadership of her husband as tisburch submits to the headship of Christ. Children are an heritage from
the Lord. Parents are responsible for teaching their children spiritual and malads and leading them,
through consistent lifestyle example and appropridiscipline, including Scriptural corporal correction.
(Gen. 1:2&28; Ex. 20:1Deut. 6:49; Ps. 127:%; Prov. 19:18; 22:15; 23:413; Mk. 10:612; 1 Cor7:1-

16; Eph. 5:283; 6:14, Col. 3:181; Heb13:4; 1 Pet. 3:17)

(R) Divorce and Remarriagé/e believe that God disapproves of and forbids divame intends
marriage to last until one of the spouses dies. Divorce and remarriaggdsded as adultery except on
the grounds of fornication. Althougtiivorced andemarried persons or divorced persons may hold
positions of service in the church abd greatly used of God for Christian service, they may only be
considered for the officesf pastor or deacon if they meet the following standards. (Mdl42:7; Matt.
19:312; Rom. 7:43; 1 Tim. 3:2, 12; Titus 1:6)

(S) Abortion.We believe that human life begins at conception and that the unborn child is a living
human being. Abortion constitutes the unjustified, unexcused taking of unbomman life. Aboribn is
murder. We reject any teaching that abortions of pregnandias to rape, incest, birth defects, gender
selection, birth or population control, or thghysical or mental well being of the mother are acceptable.
(Job 3:16; Ps. 51:339:1416; Isa. 4:24; 49:1, 5; Jer. 1:5; 20:11B; Luke 1:44)

(T)EuthanasiaWe believe that the direct taking of an innocent human life is a mer#| regardless of
the intention. Life is a gift of God and must be respected fommception until natural death. Thus we
believe that an act or omission which, of itsalfby intention, causes death in order to eliminate
suffering constitutes a murder contraty the will of God. Discontinuing medical procedures that are
extraordinary ordisproportionate to the expected acome can be a legitimate refusal of ovazalous
treatment. (Ex. 20:13, 23:7; Matt. 5:21; Acts 17:28)

(V) LoveWe believe that we should demonstrate love for others, not only toward felielievers, but
also toward both those who are not believers, teosho oppose us, antthose who engage in sinful
actions. We are to deal with those who opposeguaciously, gently, patiently, and humbly. God forbids
the stirring up of strife, the takingf revenge, or the threat or the use of violence as a means of
resolving personal confliadr obtaining personal justice. Although God commands us to abhor sinful
actions, weare to love and pray for any person who engages in such sinful actions. (Lev. 19:18;

Matt. 5:4448; Luke 6:31; John 13:3%; Rom. 12:940; 1721;13:810; Phil. 2:24;
2 Tim. 2:2426; Titus 3:2; 1 John 3:41B)

(V) Lawsuits Between Believerg/e believe that Christians are prohibited frdaringing civil lawsuits
against other Christians or the church to resolve personal dispWedbelieve the chuh possesses all
the resources necessary to resolve persaligputes between members. We do believe, however, that a

Christanmaysee®2 YLISy al GA2y F2NJ Ay2dz2NAS&a FNRY Fy20KSNI / KU

claim is pursued without malice stander. (1 Cor. 6:8; Eph. 4:3132)



(W) MissionsWe believe that God has given the church a great commission to proitlai@ospel to

all nations so that there might be a great multitude from every nation, trétlenic group, and language
group who béieve on the Lord Jesus Christ.aksbassadors of Christ we must use all available means to
go to the foreign nations andot wait for them to come to us. (Matt. 28:120; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46

48; Johr20:21; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 5:20)

(X) GivingWe believell KI & S@SNE [/ KNRAaGAlIYyS & | adSélNR 27
entrusted to him, is obligated to financially support his local church. We believe that

God has established your increase as the basis for giving, but that every Christian should alkb®give
offerings sacrificially and cheerfully to the support of the church, the relief of those in need, and the
spread of the Gospel. We believe that a Christian relinquishes all rights to direct the use of his or
offering once the gift has been made. (G&4:20; Prov. 3:90; Acts 4:3487; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 976
Gal. 6:6; Eph. 4:28; 1 Tim. 5:18; 1 John 3:17)

SECTION 2.02AUTHORITY OF STATEMENT OF FAITH

The Statement of Faith does not exhaust the extent of our faith. The Bible itself is the ddiaan

source of all that we believe. We do believe, however, that the foregoing Statement of Faith accurately
represents the teaching of the Bible and, therefore, is binding upon all members. All literature used in
the church shall be in complete agreemevith the Statement of Faith.

SECTION 2.03COVENANT

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, and
on profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of our Father, and of the Sami,thad

Holy Ghost, we do now, in the presence of God, angels, and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully
enter into covenant with one another, as one body in Christ. We engage, therefore, by the aid of the
Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian lgwe strive for the advancement of this church in knowledge,
holiness and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances,
discipline and doctrines; to give it a sacred preeminence over all institutions of humam ang to
contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief
of the poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all nations. We also engage to maintain family and
private devotions; to religiously edate our children; to seek the salvation of our kindred,

acquaintances, and all others; to walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful to
our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, ardsixe

anger; to abstain from worldly amusements, and to be free from all-bailnd secret societies and
partnerships with unbelievers; to abstain from narcotic drugs, and to be zealous in our efforts to
advance the Kingdom of our Savior. We further emgtgwatch over one another in brotherly love; to
remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian
sympathy in feeling and courtesy of speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for
reconciliation,and mindful of the rules of our Savior, and to secure reconciliation without delay. We



moreover engage, that when we remove from this place, we will as soon as possible unite with some
other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant a®l thLINA Yy OA LI S&a 2F D2RQa

ARTICLEEGMEMBERSHIP

SECTION 3.01QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

Upon a majority vote of the Elders present at any church service or meeting, membership shall be
extended to all who have had and whose lives evidence a genuperience of regeneration through

faith in and acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior; who renounce sin; who endeavor to
live a consecrated life wholly unto the Lord; who fully subscribe to the Statement of Faith contained
herein; who enteiinto the church covenant contained herein; who agree to submit to the authority of

the church and its leaders as set forth herein; and upon compliance with any one of the following
conditions:

(A) By baptism as a true believer in Christ Jesus as perSanair;

(B)By letter of transfer from another Bibleelieving church of like faith and practice,aiher written
statement of good standing from the prior church if the applicant has tsgrized subsequent to a
profession of faith;

(C)By testimony ofaith, having been baptizk or

(D) By restoration, if having been removed from membership, upon majority vote aiahgregation
after confession is made publicly before the church membership of thersims involved, and
satisfactorily evidencing pentance to the pastor (or the board déacons if the office of pastor is
vacant).

SECTION 3.0DUTIES OF A MEMBER

On becoming a member of this church, in addition to the covenant contained in Section 2.03, each
member further covenants to love, honor, desteem the pastor; to pray for him; to recognize his
authority in spiritual affairs of the church; to cherish a brotherly love for all members of the church; to
support the church in prayer, offerings and with other financial support as the Lord enabt:g)
accordance with Biblical commands, to support through a lifestyle walk affirming the beliefs and
practices of the church.

SECTION 3.93PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP

(A) Only members at least sixteen years of age who are physically present at a thdynoadting of

the church shall be entitled to vote. There shall be no proxy or absertteg. The eligible membership
of the church has certain limited areas to exercis®te. Members may not vote to initiate any church
action, rather the vote of a nmaberis to confirm and ratify the direction of the church as determined by
the pastor.






